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Appetizer: Fresh Vietnamese Imperial Roll— Rice paper wrapped around lettuce, carrots, 
cucumber, rice vermicelli and fresh herbs. 


SOUP: Red Miso Soup- Somen noodles with mushrooms & silken tofu. 
Cold Noodles: Egg Noodles with a Sichuan Peanut Sauce— Topped with cucumber and fresh coriander. 
Egg Noodles served with an Asian-style Pesto. 
Hot Noodles: Pad Thai—A Traditional Thai rice noodle dish offered with a choice of tofu, chicken or pork. ° 

Egg Noodles stir fried— With our housemade green curry paste, Chinese chives and a 
choice of beef or seitan. 

Dosa: A south Indian crepe made with a variety of grains and beans stuffed with curried 
vegetables and served with two chutneys. 


Please note: We are happy to accommodate any dietary restriction you may have. 
Just let us know and well work with you. 


Down the Alley at 31 Boltwood Walk e Amherst 


: by Slike Chrisman 
I started reading a novel recently, and then I quit, because the author was trotting 
outthe same tired theme of almostevery other American novell pick up these days: writer’s 
block. 


“Oh, I can’t write; guess I better go to Europe.” 

“Oh, I can’t write, so I gotta plunge into trendy sexual depravity.” 

“Oh, I can’t write, so Ill just kill somebody, and write about that. 

And even when the novel isn’t about writer’s block, it’s usually about something 
almost as bad: writers! Then it’s the story of getting your novel published, even though 
your spouse isn’t supportive, because your agentis, so you have an affair with your agent, 
and you also run into a lot of jealous enemies who go on talk shows to discredit your 
performance. : 

If you’ve read this far, you’re probably wondering, “How long is this writer- 
bashing gonna go on; I mean, this guy’s a writer himself.” Answer: It’s gonna go on 
forever! I hate writers who write about writing. 

Now. Say the faucet’s leaking in your bathroom. It’s keeping you awake nights, 
Plus it’s getting worse, and might any minute explode with fifty pounds of water pressure 
all over the place like on America’s Funniest Home Videos. The landlord calls the 
plumber. The plumber arrives. The plumber sets down his or her toolbox and says, “Jeez, 
I'd really like to put a new washer on this faucet, but I’ve been having plumber’s block, 
and I just can’t fix things anymore.” You look at this person like they’re an idiot, which 
they are, and call the landlord back. The landlord tells you, “Listen, that faucet’s gotta be 
fixed, but I’m having landlord’s block, and I’m booked ona flight to Tahiti.” Furious, you 
dash outside and head for a bar; you need to get a grip on reality. On the way you pass a 
stand where they’re selling Greek gyros. Your mouth waters in spite of your rage, and you 
order one. “Sorry,” the guy answers. “Not for sale. Retailer’s block.” 

Criminy Dutch! Okay, you figured it out — the previous paragraph was an 
analogy. Anditleads to this question: if writers can’t write because of writer’s block, how 
come everybody else can struggle through what they do and not make a huge deal about 
it? Not, like, agonize aboutitand explore its roots. Not — using the plumber as an example 
— wallow in their problem by creating an enormous plumbing project which they then try 
to sell to the public and have written up in the “Arts” section of Plumbing Today. 

Is it because everybody else is more competent than writers? Ican’tbelieve there 
aren’t insurance agents who have occasional lapses of confidence. But you don’t catch 
them churning out 400 pages of insurance forms about it! 

Thope this message is clear to all my writer friends outthere. sympathize entirely 
with your problem. Everybody, no matter what they do, gets stuck sometimes. Look at 
George Bush. I’m justasking you, please, if you have any love left for humanity, leave your 
problem at home. Don't write about it! 

That’s all I have to say about this today. Now I’m gonna drop this column in the 
letter box and fervently hope none of the mail handlers is wrestling with mail carrier’s 
block. 
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BUY COMIC NEWS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


The gift that keeps on giving...22 issues yearly! 

Third Class - $20.00 (please allow two to three weeks delivery) 
First Class - $36.00 (please allow two to three days delivery) 
To upgrade any existing subscription from third class 
to first class mail, call 413-586-2274 for information. 

Send this coupon and check or money order to: 

Check here for VALLEY COMIC NEWS Check here for 
PO Box 515 First Class ($36) 


Northampton, Mass. 01061 
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i Justin spices up fashion with a 
; : Southwestern flavor-new iguana 
¢ ae lizard boots, A tasty addition to 
; any woman’s (or man’s) wardrobe. 


TAYLOR MEN 


Justin Men’s & Women’s Boots NOW IN STOCK! 
...of orderable for Christmas. 
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Uncle Louie's is a place 
where guys ‘n’ gals trade 
in old clothing for credit 
toward new clothes! 


Just come in or call 


585-8987 
to sign Up... 
And we're not just 
clothes, we're 
jewelry, accessories, 


gifts and furniture, too. 
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THE CONSERVATIVE ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE PAST 
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CHARACTERS! 
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AFTER THE ELECTION, IT WAS REVEALED THAT THE 
BUSH CAMPAIGN’S FOCUS GROUPS HAD BEEN SUCCESS 
FULLY INFILTRATED BY DEMOCRATIC OPERATIVES... 


YMELSY= The concept where 


the whole is greater than 
the sum of its parts! 
HERE ARE SOME OF OUR PARTS: 


Peter Greenaway Martin Scorsese International Animation 
David Cronenberg john ford Wim Wenders Ken Burns 
Documentaries Swedish Cinema Oliver Stone Shakespeare 
David LeanThe Avengers Hong Kong Thrillers Greek Cinema 
Ingmar Bergman Ken Russell Roman Polanski Jim Jarmusch 
Harold Llyod Albert Brooks Mel Mrooks Laser DiscsNintendo 
Jonathan Demme Billy Wilder Atom Egoyan Black Adder 
Sega Video Games Woody Allen Gay/Lesbian Topics Buster 
Keaton BILAS NOUR John Huston Akira Kurosawa Florentine 
Films Spike Lee Robert Altman Francois Truffaut Monty Python 
John Waters Andy Warhol Australian Cinema. THRILLERS 
David Lynch Preston Sturges Marx Brothers Japanimation Classic 
Westerns Charlie Chaplin Les Blank HOWARD HAWKS 
Stanley Kubrick Czech Cinema Merchant Ivory Productions 
Steven Spielberg Alfred Hitchcock Pedro Almodovar Sergei 
Eisenstein Andrei Tarkovsky Jazz Documentaries TIM BURTON 
ank Capra Vietnam Dramas Federico Fellini 
yt olucei Spanish Language Brazilian Cinema 
Sbsillers Francis Copplola “ichael Powell Fritz 
John Sayles Stand-Up Comedy Kenneth 
Anger ‘lWwilight Zone Werner Herzog 
ike Lee Middle East Cinema Les Blank 
assic aepuc Godard Musicals 
orson welles 


Uncle Louie's is a place 
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in old clothing for credit 
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Strangers In Good Company 

Until the End of the World « 

Baxter * Mambo Kings « Playboys « 

Wade * Antonia and Jane « 

rreasures from the Twilight Zone « 
Coming: 

WOMAN UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
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Q. How many steam locomotives are 
left in this country? 
~ A. About 2,000 — only a couple 
hundred can actually run — out of the 
150,000 built in the United States. 


“Birdbrain” isn’t much of an insult, 
Says an insulter with scientific savvy. 
A bird’s brain is fairly sizable com- 
pared to other animals’. But the brain 
of a fish is not. For accuracy of insult 
one should say “fishbrain.” 


From Pluto, the outermost planet, the 
sun looks merely like a small bright 
Star. 

About two thousand years ago, Hero 
of Alexandria created a hollow sphere 
out of bronze, and attached two L- 
shaped tubes on opposite sides. He 
poured water into the sphere, and 
suspended it over a fire. Steam 
hissing out of the tubes forced the 
sphere to rotate. This was the first 
known human-made example of jet 
power. 

The oldest letter in any known alpha- 

bet is “O.” 


Cleopatra had her own emerald mine. 


The South Amerigan explorer Willard 
Price reported that native peoples who 
don't eat salt are rarely bitten by 
mosquitoes, unless they move to the 
city and change their diets. 

The U.S. flag has been changed more 
times than any other national flag in 
the world. 

Another reason you hardly ever see 
any Finnish hedgehogs is they 
hibernate seven months a year and 
sleep 18 hours a day the rest of the 
time. 

Spanish moss is more closely related 
to pineapple than to any real moss. 
Q. How many minor league baseball 
players give up every year and quit 

; the game? 
A. About 2,500. 

Polly Moran was the humorist who 
said beer did not make her fat, but 
made her lean. Against bars, posts, 
tables. 

It’s still unknown whether Greenland is 
one island or several locked in ice. 


Among skiers, it’s said that men tend 
to fall forward, women backward. 
The 27th President of the United 
States, William Howard Taft, said 

flatly: “Politics, when | am in it, makes 

me sick.” 
Hurricanes have formed in every 
month except April. 

An engineering firm in France now lets 
employees bring their dogs and cats 
to work, and turn them loose to roam 
the premises. Other French compa- 

nies are said to be considering it. 
Managers say it reduces stress, but 
they don’t say whose. 

- How remarkable is the resourceful- 

ness of the gun runners! In Somalia, 

correspondents say it has been easier 
in the recent past to buy a rifle thana 
loaf of bread. 
Ink in the quill-pen days was made 
from mushrooms. 
Q. Which city was the setting for TV's 
“Hill Street Blues’? 
A. No city was ever named. 


Samuel Colt was a seaman. As he 
watched a ship’s wheel spin in a 
storm, he envisioned a hand-gun with 
revolving chambers, and immediately 
set to carving a model. 
Political polls are banned in France a 
week before national elections. 
Remarkable how your body turns food 
into energy. With that efficiency, 
according to the experts, if you were a 
car, you'd get 900 miles to the gallon. 
The whale, I’m told, has no sense of 
smell. 

Testers of exotic foods say praying 
mantis tastes sort of like shrimp, 
especially deep fried. 

Rare indeed is the woman who is 
colorblind. But it is certain that all her 
sons will be colorblind, too. 
Alexander the Great was not the only 
human interred in a crock of honey. 
Ancient Egyptians routinely buried 
many of their dead that way. 
When you're asleep, a fourth of your 
blood is in your liver. 
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Northampton 584-0673 
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Springfield # 788-0919 
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go Coin Purses Sacks ¢ pein, ‘oy 
*Kndian & African Brass Earrings & Jewelry 
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Thornes Market e 150 Main Street 
2nd Floor e Northampton, 586-5067 
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5 Different Crusts 
© Thin New York Style G& Chicago Deep Dish 


& Sourdough ~ © Whole Wh 
© 6 Grin Rye Bea 
Award Winning Pizza Combinations (Recipes) 
Pesto Fajita Mexican 
Rueben & Medi i : 
Heart Healthy Selections a a ae : 
& Vegetarian Combos > Io i 
w Calories & Fat Grams 
© Take & Bake~a fresh made Pizza you can cook in 
10 min. at home. 
Great Luncheon Specials— the tight stuff for lunch 


GS STUFP’N BAKES @® BULKEE’S 


One Roadhouse Plaza, Northampton ° 586-4206 


Open M-Th 11-10pm Fri-Sat 1am-1am Sun 3pm-10pm 
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It's time to speak of the place 
where the most brutal politics are prac- 
ticed. The place where Pat Buchanan 
seems like a kind and gentle soul by 
comparison. The last place where Rich- 
ard Nixon is considered honest. The 
place where, if Roman senators could 
witness the debate, they would run out 
of the room screaming that we need 
dictators, not democracies. It’s the pro- 
fessional wrestling ring of the modern 
political arena. 

| speak, of course, of the local 
school board. 

These people have always been 
rabid dogs of ambition and self-righ- 
teousness. | don’t know what it is about 
the school board that inspires the ego to 
inflate to Macy's Thanksgiving Day Pa- 
rade proportions, but let’s face it: these 
people are lunatics. 

And the smaller the school dis- 
trict, the greater the /evel of lunacy. 

For example, New York City, 
which may have more problems, and 
more kinds of problems, than any other 
school district in America — after all, 
they have 186 different ethnic groups 
going to the same schools — seems to 
attract a kind of semi-professional poli- 
tician who enjoys a good fight, but they 
don’t get crazy about it. 

But go to Meridian, Mississippi, 
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or Batesville, Arkansas, or Detroit, and 
believe me, you won't wanna enter the 
board room without a bulletproof vest. 

This year, the big school board 
issue is “pass ‘em or fail ‘em.” Meaning, 
what's the best policy to follow when you 
have a third of your elementary school 
Students failing to measure up on stan- 
dardized tests? Do you make the kid 
repeat the third grade until he gets his 
basic skills up to snuff? Or do you put 
him in fourth grade, but in some kind of 
“special education” class? Or do you 
just move his hiney on up the ladder and 
act like nothing’s wrong? 

Well, believe it or not, people 
are killing one another over this issue. 

First, we’ve got the Republican 
hard-liners, veins bulging out on their 
necks, demanding “Standards! Stan- 
dards! Standards! We've got to have 
standards!” They say that, if the kid 
doesn't do well in second grade, he 
should have to take it again, because 
that’s the only way he'll learn the stuff. 
Andalso “That's the way they diditwhen 
| was a boy, and my daddy before me, 
and his daddy before him, and it didn't 
hurt us!” 

You ever notice how a Republi- 
can will always use the example of his 
own successful family to avoid giving a 
break to someone else’s unsuccessful 
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family? 

Next, we’ve got the Democratic 
bleeding hearts, who say, “How dare 
you punish and scar an eight-year-old 
child, by branding him a failure for the 
rest of his life. He should be promoted 
with his own age group, or else you'll 
start a cycle of failure that will be with 
him all his life.” 

You ever notice how a Demo- 
cratwillalways use the example of some- 
one being so influenced from the out- 
side that the person can never over- 
come, throughout all eternity, and yet 
Still believe in “the individual’? 

The Democrats don't like the 
“special education” classes, either, be- 
cause they say they create a feeling of 
being second-class students. 

And, like | say, the two sides are 
about to kill each other over this. 

Listen up. I’ve been around a 
lot of kids in my life, and here’s what | 
know about ‘em: 

There are kids who should be 
promoted, even though they're failing, 
because they're sensitive, and it would 
hurt them more to be held back. - 

There are also kids who should 
not be promoted, because they would 
welcome the chance to do the work over 
again and not have so much pressure 
on ‘em. 


wy od 


* 


5 “or ae 


furl Voor cll ald 


You see, it depends on the kid. 

That's why you have something 
called “teachers” — to look at the indi- 
vidual kid and decide what he or she 
needs. And you know what those teach- 
ers might do? They might talk to the 
actualkid about it. Obviously, this would 
never occur to a school board member. 

But here’s what it boils down to: 

You can't fix this at the goldurn 
school board meeting. 


I’m surprised | have to explain 
this. 


To discuss the meaning of life 
with Joe Bob, orto get his world-famous 
newsletter, write Joe Bob Briggs, PO 
Box 2002, Dallas, TX 75221. Joe Bob's 
Fax line is always open: 214-368-2310. 
COPYRIGHT 1992 CREATORS SYN- 
DICATE, INC. : 
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Keith Richards at Sweden’s 
own ‘Jiffy Blood’. 


“THIKK'R 


| gO Bale El 
Bae B i, WWINZVIM, LENNY 
Ln AO y Me yh 


Vo Wy? 


i 4 | : eit : 
or " ea an ’ : 


SOUTH 
AMERICAN 


| | | 
al 


A® 


, 
ff 
Wil 
| 
an 
| 
l 
Hi) 
: HK 


‘©NOW LOOK, LEONARD, WE BOTH KNOW HE‘S NOT GOING 
TO MAKE EYE CONTACT-.-. YOU'LL JuST HAVE TO MARCH 
RIGHT OVER THERE AND ASK HIM.” 
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Want your event 
to be really special? 
Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


ad OR AOr. 


VOTED 

"BEST 
CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINER® 


VIN ‘Uoydurey}10N 
9011S AajMepY GT e 1eay 


SEcl-78S 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the. - 
Games Man, too! So, for - 
professional performances 
that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive and. 
guaranteed FUN or your 
money back, call today! 
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(413) 247-3322 


BOX 463 HAYDENVILLE, MA 01039 


Wo: Aro 
SOF aplis 9-3 « 


a 
a 


al 
|. BGR} 


& 


6uido 
an 
uISse 


2 


BERBER RRR RRR Ree eee eee eee ee 
6 


THE WORLD! MARKET + 
21 Main St. Northampton 586-9938 = 
(next to Pitzwilly's) Sa 


Open International - 


Friday & Saturday Clothing, Sculpture, 
till Midnight 2 & Gifts  * 


THE WORLD MARKET + 


21 Main St. Northampton 586-9938”. 
(next to Fitzwilly's) 


Open 
Friday & Saturday 
till Midnight re 


International - 
Clothing, Sculpture, 
& Gifts 


} 
RARE (7 : 
l Com 
i y. J 


¢ Student Macintosh computer rentals from $209 semeneer 
¢ Now offering Macintosh rentals by the hour ($8 hour) 
¢ Word processing and fast graphic design systems 
¢ Color and Gray Scale Scanning 
¢ Professional design and presentation services 
¢ Friendly Classes:Beginners, Graphic Design,Photoshop, 
MIDI and other cool stuff to check out! = 
38 Main Street, Northampton 


Al3 585-0007 


Find Us! Down the Stairs By Uncle Louie's, 
Below Don Muller Gallery & near Spoleto 


7, 
u WANABE this summer? 


REST assured your car will get you where yo 


PELHAM AUTO SERVICE 
1315 FEDERAL ST., BELCHERTOWN 413-253-9302 


Next time you’re in one of our advertisers’ 
businesses...say, “Hey, thanx for being 
in my favorite paper; I'm of course 
referring to the Valley Comic News!” 
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FAMILY VALUES f 


JF2 Le 


WT D0 ANYTHING 
FOR PEOPLE Witli 
bh FAMILY VALUES. 
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If you do, take along a copy of The Valley Comic News. | 


Then take a picture of you and/or your loved ones 


reading The Valley Comic News, in front of some 
special landmark -- then send us a copy of the picture, 
and if it’s a good one, we’ll print it!!! & 8 


Piece of cake. 
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DOWN CRACKER BARR FLALLEY 
OPEN AT FAM! 


DISTINET 
NON-SMOKING AREA 


AIR - CONDITIANED 


You'll Feel! Great 
After Soaking 


Ki Recycled Paper Products in a Hot Tub at 


Ei Organic Cotton Clothing 
Ei Nontoxic Cleaners 
Energy Savers 

and much more 


A 
HEAVEN 
«HO! 1088," 
ey GS 


; 584-0010 
=Avironmentally Res s 
17 Strong Ave. ( Ponsible Products 


Open till LAM ¢ 7 days a week 
next to East Side Grill) N’ton : 


or Reservations ¢ 586-6843 


33 West St. ¢ Northampton 


A SERBIAN SHELL 
FELL ON BOSNIANS 
WAITING IN FRONT OF 


VERDENS GANG 
Oslo 
NORWAY 


za CANE 


GEORGE 


Views Or Tae Wortp Bical 0) aru a oe 
| 
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PETERSON 
THE SUN 
Vancouver 
CANADA 


more months 
and ['l] stillbe 
president! 
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SUDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
Munich 

GERMANY 
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BRAZIL'S PRES. COLLOR IN 


Copyright © 1992, Cartoonists & Writers Syndicate 


SNuGGLING Wit Your and Cheech ooo ie ‘crab RANSOow. ... 
‘Sweeqie ‘No. 


SAMBALAYA and 
TWEPALM BEACH STORM 


INPIAN PupPiIng 


And 7/2 weeks 


Hermits and 


Allen ’ Alien by 


comole and 
BreakEAsT aft TiFFAWY'S 
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a 
Zefrellis 

MEO and 
JubeT 


VIDEO To G2 


Prélz&t SrickS andl A RooM 
“Where you'll always find something different” 


401 Main St:, Amherst 
256-1509 


Women's Shoes. Clothing & Accessories 
Zanna + North Pleasant Street + Amherst 
413.253.2563 
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The principle: the more ways you have of learning some- 
thing, the better you’ll understand it. At Kaplan, we integrate 
more different learning approaches than any other program: 
o Expert Instructors ~_e Exclusive TEST-N-TAPE® Lab 
© Smaller Interactive Classes © Comprehensive Home Study Notes 


© Individual Tutoring Sessions © ° Open Days, Evenings, 


¢ Computer Evaluated and Weekends 
Diagnostic Testing © TEST YOUR BEST GUARANTEE 


LSAT MCAT GRE GMAT 
Kaplan Test Prep 
549-5780 
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At his therapists suction Walter got a pel, He was 
pleased fo Find he bad landed a First-class blues Singer 


wie ies Ode Or | | 


Tom Tomorrow, creator of 
THIS MODERN WORLD, 

now has a book of his cartoons, 
with the incredibly appropriate title: 


MODERN WORLD 


THIS 


by Kendall Anderson 


YET ANOTHER REASON 
wHY TooL- BELT MaN 
NEVER MADE IT VERY 


FAR IN THE JUSTICE 
LEAGUE OF SUPERHEROE § 


Here’s what Bill Griffith, creator i i 
. jin “ of Zz 
says in his introduction to the book: iene” 
Lees: unprogrammed Station breaks like This Modern 
orld, we'd be sucked into a whirlpool of Bushspeak, 


neon skiwear, and Dan Rather bla: : ; 
: ther. W fr 
quency, Kenneth?” er. What is the fre 


Ppl 
TMM 
Gur MT Lip Li 


Leg pia Ate ppp MUL, 


THIS MODERN WORLD is published by St 
Martin’s Press. It’s available from Publishers : 
Book & Audio: PO Box 120159, Staten Island 
NY, 10312 or call 1-800-221-7945 x S77 
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Tropical Tragedies 


Weary survivors of hurri- 

cane Andrew's devastating 

winds movedintotentcities 
set up by a massive military relief 
effort around Miami. One in eight 
homes are estimated to have been 
destroyed by the storm's fury across 
Dade County. University of Florida 
Professor George O'Meara said 
Conditions in the soggy rubble are 
tipe for an ourbreak of mosquito- 
borne diseases such as St. Louis 
encephalitis and dengue fever, un- 
seen in the area for decades. Agri- 
Cultural officials warned that the im- 
Pact of the storm on South Florida's 
agriculture industry, which supplies 
the U.S. and Canada with tropical 
fruits and winter vegetables, will 
probably {ast well into the next cen- 
tury. Divers surveyingthe ocean floor 
in the wake of Andrew report exten- 
sive damage to the natural and man- 
made reefs along the coast of Dade 
and Broward counties. 

Typhoon Polly ripped across Tai- 
wan and through parts of China's 
Fujian and Zhejiang provinces, leav- 
ing approximately 130 people dead, 
wrecking 30,000 homes, and inflict- 
ing severe damage to crops, many 
of which were ready to be harvested. 

Severe typhoon Omar slammed 
into Guam and almost 3,000 people 
were forced into shelters after the 
storm's winds destroyed a large 
number of the buildings on the is- 
land. It was the strongest storm to 
strike the U.S. territory in 16 years. 

Typhoon Ryan gained strength 
over the western tropical Pacific late 
in the week, while weak tropical 
storms Madelin and Newton formed 
briefly between Mexico and Hawaii. 


Ash Flood 


oS Torrential rains from pass- 
Ak ing typhoon Polly un- 
leashed another round of 


cascading volcanic debris down the 
slopes of Mount Pinatubo, just north- 
west of Manila. Nine people were 
killed by the flow of ash, rock, and 
water. 
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Downstairs at Thornes 
150 Main Street © Northampton, MA © (413)-586-801 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


Dead Zone 


Millions of dead fish float- 
Ee ing along a20-mile stretch 

of Louisiana coastline 
appear to have died after coming 
into contact with low-oxygen seawa- 
ter stirred up by hurricane Andrew. 
Most of the redfish, speckled trout, 
catfish, croakers, and other species 
were found in an areaclose to where 
the storm made landfall. 


Killing Snow 


Farmers in New Zealand's 

South Island suffered huge 

losses as severe storms 
brought heavy snowfall for the sec- 
ond time within a month. The fierce 
storm killed thousands of newborn 
lambs and many of the sheep that 
had survived the previous storm. 


Tsunami 
Nicaragua's Pacificcoast 
ya was littered with splin- 
tered huts and buildings 
following an earthquake-generated 


eee 
South Pole, 
Antarctka 


® 


ocean wave that killed at least 40 
people and left thousands home- 
less. A major undersea quake 
caused awall of water almost 30 feet 
highto sweepover most of thashore- 
line. The only warning many people 
had of the dinnertime disaster was 
an eerie wail that rose in tone and 
volume until it sounded like thunder. 


Floods 


At least 80 people were 
dae drowned and more than 2 

million displaced by flash 
floods which swept across parts of 
India's Orissa state. The inundations 
swamped crops and houses, and 
led to epidemics of cholera and 
gastroenteritis. Heavy flooding was 
also reported in eastern Sudan and 
in Adelaide, Australia. 


Earthquakes 
A strong temblor rocked 
[Ss] western Pakistan's Balu- 
chistan province, killing at 
least three people in the Kalat area. 


By Steve Newman 


For the week ending 
September 4, 1992 


©1992 Chronicie Foatures 


Earth movements were also felt in 
Tokyo, Montenegro, the Peruvian 
capital of Lima, Taiwan, the south- 
em California deserts, Los Angeles, 
eastern Idaho, and southern Utah. 


Charming Behavior 


Bangladesh customs offi- 
cials on the border with 
India fled their postin panic 


aftera snake charmer dumped abox 
of cobras on their table and de- 
manded that the deadly reptiles be 
allowed into the country. The Ben- 
gali daily newspaper /ttefaqreported 
that the snakes leapt out of the box 
and spread pandemonium through 
the office after an inspector opened 
the lid. The customs officers de- 
manded that the charmer recover all 
of the cobras before they let him 
pass into the country. 


Additional Sources: Radio New Zealand, Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Corporation, U. S. Cii- 
mate Analysis Center, U. S. Earthquake Infor- 
maton Center, and the World Meteorological 
Organization. 
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Amherst Drop Zon 


Route 9 ¢ Hadley ° 585 5800 ° Next to:Mc Donalds 


10% orr ALL BAGS 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon -SAT: 9AM - 8PM 
SUNDAYS 12PM - 5 PM 


’ ss pn Bred 
Prt MDI OG pe Sa lb 
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Carrot 


Juice Bar 


A delightfully different place to eat. 


cials. 


CALS ADLATY a iad ahd *. & 


Sundays 


Serving freshly squeezed 
vegetable juices, smoothies, 
vegetarian sandwiches, 
soups, salads and daily spe- 


Open 109M to 82M 

9E. Pleasant St. 
Downtown Amherst next 
to the Mercantile 


Call ahead for take-outs 


549-4240 


MATORE 
TRUSTWORTHY = SHREWISH 
WISE DOTERING 


We haven’t ever really intro- 
duced our cartoonists to you, 
the discriminating reading 
public. So this will be the 
first in a series of tiny profiles 
of the cartoonists who grace 
these pages. Signe Wilkinson, 
we are proud to say, won the 
1991 Pulitzer Prize for the 
editorial cartoons she does 
regularly for The Philadelphia 
Daily News. As some people 
have noted, there aren’t nearly 
enough women cartoonists; 
we’re pretty happy to have 
Signe in our pages. 
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THE FAR SIDE _ 


By Gary LARSON 
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2." GEXAS 
“Remember, Calloway, this is their biggest and best 
warrior — so stay alert! When you knock him down, 
he’s going to come right back at you!” 


Boomer and Doug's relationship was never fully 
accepted by the other bears, who regarded all grubs 
in a much more traditional way. 


© 1992 Universal Press Syndicate 


9-4 SEELEZ = SN Sons 
“I’m afraid we’re going to have to head back, folks. ... 
We’ve got a warning light on up here, and darn 
if it isn’t the big one.” 


TRADITIONAL WOOD-FIRED 
BRICK OVEN PIZZA 
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Im sorry, Mom and Dad, 
but Bradand I are | 
in love -- and Lm 
going fo run off ard 

jot his herd. 


Ped by Uevtr bs FIESS SyPORN 


© 1982 Farwons Ire Ost 


Laura runs to greet her pa in this scene from 
“Big Nose on the Prairie.” 


Abducted by an alien circus company, Professor Doyle 
is forced to write calculus equations in center ring. 


© 1992 Unrversal Press Syndicate 


My name's Harold. Well, 
Live Known about i+ for 
years, but never Talked about it... 
I think Lm hittin’ 50 mph... Tops. 


At Slow Cheetahs Anonymous Near misses of the Old West 


© 1992 Unoversal Press Syndicate 


Fumbling for his recline button, Ted Can cis 
unwittingly instigates a disaster. inquents 


Methin’: horse, all ; 
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LEOLD BY RoGeR SALLOOM 


GEEZ. 

That Woody Allen thing 
is still bothering me. 

It makes me sad and 
confused. 

I like Woody. 

I mean, I mean when they 
go to the movies does she 
have to ask permission to go 

to the candy counter? © 

When they cross a busy 
street in Manhattan why 
does Woody hold her hand? 

Boy he’s really pushed the 
envelope this time. 

But really, I’m just a 15 
year old kid. What do I 
know about love or incest? 

I think this is all about 
panty hose for Woody: 
COMFORT AND CONTROL. 
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I ATE A POPSICLE AND | MY FINGERS ARE GUMMY, | I'M A 
NOW MY TONGUE IS PURPLE, | MY ARMS ARE TACKY WHERE | SYRUPY 
T WIPED MY MOUTH, MY MESS! 
SHIRT IS DRIPPING WET, 
BAND THE STICK IS STUCK 
TO MY POCKET. 


I'M SITTING 
OVER HERE. 


V 
Yell = 


STi 


UTA 


T WATE (T WHEN I CANT 
GIRD MY LOINS WITH 
FUNNY ANIMALS. 


PEOPLE COMPLAIN THAT THE Y THERE MUST BE 


ENTERTAINMENT (NDUSTRY | THAT TASTE BOTTOMS OUT 
A BRI 
pas a THE LOWEST | SOMEWHERE. IF THEY COULD CAREER. ANERD None Venere 
NOMINATOR OF FIND A WAX To INTO 90 MINUTES? 


S Of YES, YOU ARE. 
m . MOVE IT. 


IVE GOT A NEW ENTRY 
FOR OUR LIST OF 
WORDS THAT GET 


DONT BE So 
DYSFUNCTIONAL, 
MOM. 


GEE, EVERYONE | 
SHOULD CARRY 
A KIT LIKE THIS. 


X Miss WORMWOSD,| | NEVERTHELESS, T FEEL. 
TM A FIERCE || THE NEED FOR SPIRITUAL 
ADVOCATE OF THE] | GUIDANCE AND COMFORT 
SEPARATION OF || AS T FACE THE DAY'S 
CHURCH AND STRUGGLES. 


SO T WAS WONDERING IF 1] [= NF 
COULD STRIP DOWN, SMEAR! | Boy, WHAT NW 
WSELE Wat PASTE, AND || A Touchy 

THIS 
EFFIGY OF YOO IN A | | SUBECT: 
NON -DENOMINATIONAL 
SORT OF WAY. 


STOP THAT! MY BUTT 
WITH NO TAIL ?/ DOESNT WEED 
T DONT THINK So! AESTHETIC ENHANCEMENT! 


THAT MX GENES 
CONTAIN. THE 
EVOLUTIONARY 


PERFECTION OF 
EARTHIX DNA. 


Comics & Games 


Yer 
The Best in 
WHEN You THINK HOW WELL Comics 
BASIC APPLIANCES WORK, 
ITS HARD To BELIEVE 
i ANYONE EVER GETS ON 10-20% 
AN AIRPLANE . Discount 


on Comic 
Back Issues Subscriptions 


Role Playing ~ 
& Strategy Games 


© 1992 Watierson/Osstributed by Universal Press S: 


Sports Cards 


ON THE OFF-CHANCE 

T DECIDE Td Do 
SOMETHING 

RESPONSIBLE WITH 


I'LL SIT HOLDING THIS 
BIG BOOK, LOOKING 
CONTEMPLATIVE. Lead Figures We 


& Paints Special 


Order 
Comics 


Video Rental & Games 


Specializing in 
Cult Classics & 
Japanamation 


FOR EXAMPLE, IVE CLEARED 


CAMERA 
THEN THINK TH OFF THIS CORNER OF MY BED. 


\S A DISPASSIONATE 


Ts IS WHAT IT LEGAL? ME COMB 


MY HAIR 
MACHINE THAT RECORDS | | TAKE A PICTURE OF ME HERE, q 

PEOPLE THINK |] ONIN FACTS, BUT REALLY, | |BUT CROP OUT ALL THE He A AND PUT OX 
CAMERAS ALWAYS “CAMERAS LIE ALL | JAROUND ME, SO IT LOOKS LI = ' 


3\ TELL THE TRUTH. T KEEP MY ROOM TIOY. 


Ete 


Trew 


mats 
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ABOUT To REVEAL 
WIS SECRET 
IDENTITY To 


Boa 


Crossroads Comics 
48 North Pleasant St. 
{next to Fire Station) 
11-7 Monday-Saturday 
11-5 Sunday 
(413)253-3480 


DOCUMENT OF A FAKE 

CHILDHOOD READY FOR ANY EP 
FUTURE BIGGRAPHICAL NEEDS 
T MAY HAVE! 


We Buy 
Used Comics 
& Games 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


ABSOLUTELY! HAVENT 
YOU NOTICED? WHEN- 
EVER HE COMES 
HOME, [T'S MISS 

NORTON THIS, WB 
ee THAT. 
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This is the season for guidance counselors, parents of 
high school seniors, and disgruntled college students to think 
about college choices for next year. Many factors go into 
matching a student with a school: grades, finances and reputa- 
tion are just three. Despite all the hard work and angst, too often 
the result of a poor choice is unhappiness, withdrawal or worse. 
Fortunately, new information exists that may make the odds of 
success a bit better. A recent study indicates that what children 
eat may be linked to their college performance. You might say 
their stomachs could best decide their collegiate direction. 

The informal PSAT (Pizza Standard Achievement 
Test), commissioned by Domino’s, compared student demo- 
graphics with their pizza preferences. Smith College was the 
highest ranked of the local schools. The Unicoms third place 
finish in the Most Female Orders category trailed all-female 
Randolph Macon and St. Mary’s of Indiana but out-ordered 
perennial pig-out powers Ohio State and UCLA. 

The study cameup with such concrete relationships as: 
students who attend small colleges (under 10,000 enrollment) 
order 12% more pizza than students at large institutions. 
Smaller schools order no-meat pizza 68% of the time; big 
schools 23% of the time. The school with the most pizza ordered 
per student is Georgetown, followed by Duke and UVA. 
Highest tippers are at NYU, University of Dayton and Boca 
| Raton College. Cheapest are at Michigan, Duke and Stanford, 
which makes sense given their traditionally high SAT (Stingy 
At Tipping) scores. 

Pepperoni lovers should head south. 32% of pizzas 
going to the main Ole Miss campus are topped with that meat 
of knowledge. LSU and Tennessee slice in at second and third. 

All-female dorms order the most pizzas. Women order 
pizza withonly vegetable toppings a whopping 624, of the time, 
compared to 12% for men. After 10 PM, women order almost 
twice as many pizzas as men do. Freshman dorms order more 
than upper class domns, and liberal arts students order more than 
technical school students. When anengineering school undergrad 
does order pizza, it’s plain 78% of the time. 

Even aficionados of the reviled anchovy have options. 
If top-ranked Transylvania University is not acceptable for the 
resume, try runner-up Yale. Since ordering anchovies is always 
a gamble among friends, perhaps third rated UNLV is the way 
to cut down the odds. 

Here, then, at a glance, are some pizza guidelines for 
choosing a school: 


ie THINK UEFFS i f SERIOUSLY, 
RU: MEGINNIS. ONE FOLKS,,, 
DAY I EVEN FOL- : THe POLICE. 


LOWED HER HOME. 


UM... OKAY, WERE 1 PLUS 
THE REDFERNS. Male 


AN ROUTINE SCREENING OF THE 
FEATURE FOR FAMILY VALUES. 
a 


INA ru meocan 8 ins a 


GOT A FAMILY? 


SURE DO! QHICH DOEENT 
BEAUTIFUL MEAN MERENOT 


700 BAD, YOU'RE OUT OF HERE, 


WHAT? JUST = WHATIS THIS, 
BECAUSE CULTURAL 
WERE FRO- PURIFICATION 
CHOICE2 
(WES 
\V5 


y 
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ROUTINE FAMILY VALUES CHEK, 
FOLKS, WONT TAKEA MINUTE. 
NO PROBLEM. STOP SUCKING 

FIRE AWAY! 5 MIKE. 


GREAT, WHERE? 


RIGHT HERE I'M IN SHOW 
INMALIBU, BUSINESS, T 


\ 


NICE-LOOKING COUPLE, LETS 
CHECK OUT THEIR VALUES, 


HOLLYWOOD ELITE. NEXT! 


NO...NO, ITS NOT HES 
LIKETHAT! WERE GOT. 


FROM THE CHARLTON 
ETON WING! 


IF THE STUDENT: WE SUGGEST: 


Is interested in languages and likes 
pizza with ground beef and olives George Washington U. 
Always orders extra cheese Slippery Rock 

Enjoys making crank calls and 

ordering pizza to someone else’s 

apartment University of Georgia 
Enjoys pizza after 1 AM Michigan State or UCLA 
Tries to order beer with pizza Tulane 


Always orders a meat toppi Any SEC school FAMILY VALUER Meow TLIVE 
ways 0: am pping y sc i 
Never orders a meat topping Smith igs ae sat? Ae. 


Loves pizza, hates tipping and wants 
a large school Michigan 
Loves pizza, hates tipping and wants 
a small school Bucknell 


CHARACTER AHO TRUE, LITTLE NEIL GOT 
Fi ies rau? valves! | | | cucur 
ou $ID IT! JUST 


T THE KIDS 
ey SADE PAISED! 


WOW... YOU REALLY ARE 

| CROOKS AND DEAD IN THEWATER, 

SURE, DORO GOT DIVORCED, 

BUT, HEY—ARVIN TURNED 
OUT GREAT! 


NO!... WAIT! 
IT! THIS 1S MY 
ISSUE! 
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NOT A SINGLE CHARACTER. 
HAS PASSED OUR FAMILY 
VALUES EVALUATION EXAM, 


ACCORDINGLY, THES FEA 
BE TEMPORARILY Eptoda 


on 


30 THAT WE MAY INSTILL.., 


(TE A MINUT! 


NVAGNYL AYHVS AG 


CHECKING US 


ALEX. YOUR 
DAUGHTER'S 


NVSAGNYL AYYVD 


HAVE THE CrrENoNE NO WAY! THERES 
PIRES STICKER... Verge 700 MUCH MONEY 
AT STAKE 10. 


NVAGNYL AYYVS Ad 


MOUTHED OFF JUST THE KIND OF 
AGO: ANGIAGE TEL 


Les) 
ME? WHO IF YOU ASK YEAH, WELL, THATS by BEA J |< 


NY MARRIAGE, 
WHAT DOYOU 
FORONE THING! PAN 79 DO 
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INDIA SPREADS 


Single or Double sizes 


4 NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 


Check out our 


GREAT 
(ANE 


JACKETS 
Shona? 
and 
N ep al 
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our beautiful 
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Les 
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are here 


LOCATED 


ABOVE PINOCCHIO'S 
413 -585 -0815 


122 MAIN STREET 
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Founded by Hassan i Sabbah, 1090 A.D. (5090 A.L., 4850 A.M.) 
Reformed by Adam Weishaupt, 1776 A.D. (5776 A.L., 5536 A.M.) 


THE ANCIENT ILLUMINATED 
SEERS OF BAVARIA 


invite YOU to join 
The World’s Oldest and Most Successful Conspiracy 
Don't Let THEM 
Immanentize the 
Eschaton 


Have you ever SECRETLY a & \ : IS there an ESOTERIC 
PYRAMID Pe pt apparently innocent legend of 
(counting the ) Snow White and the Seven 
EE FS ESTE 
ee Dwarfs? 
WHAT IS the TRUE secret 
REALITY lying 7 . WHY do scholarly 

behind the ANCIENT Aztec 7s es ae anthropologists TURN PALE 
Legend of QUETZALCOATL? é . a a with terror at the very 

3 = MENTION of the FORBIDDEN 


a ee a name YOG-SOTHOTH? 


ZURICH that soms 


SWEAR is LEB If your 1.Q. is over 150, and you have $3,125.00 (plus handling), you might be eligible for a 
HARVEY OSWALD? trial membership in the AI'S.B. If you think you qualify, put the money in a cigar box and 
bury it in your backyard. One of our Underground Agents will contact you shortly. 


1 DARE YOU! 


TELL NOONE: ACCIDENTS HAVE A STRANGE WAY OF HAPPENING TO PEOPLE 
WHO TALK TOO MUCH ABOUT THE BAVARIAN ILLUMINATI! 


May we warn you against imitations! 


Ours is the original and genuine : (| 


C4 
“NOTHING IS TRUE. EVERYTHING IS Kv 


PERMISSIBLE.” -Hassani Sabbah 


S — 
Av TITION: 
BICYCLE Wortd Too OFFERS THE MOST COMPLETE... 
~SERVICE PACKAGE FREE Bikes! ~3 FREE TUNE UPS over tue first two MONTHS. 


Cross Bikes 59599995 


Mountain Bikes "95279" 


No Swimsuits; No ROLLERBLADES; No Skis; No Tennis RACKETS... 
Just BIKES 


